AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS
December 19, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.
Supreme Court Chambers, Mazurek Justice Building
Helena, MT

ACTION ITEMS

1222-1

1222-2

1222-3

1222-4

1222-5

1222-6

1222-7

Timber Sales: Hoover
Benefits: Common Schools
Location: Powell County

Qil and Gas Lease Sale (December 6, 2022)
Benefits: Common Schools and Department of Military Affairs
Location: Blaine, Daniels, Richland, and Toole Counties

Cabin and Home Site Sales: Preliminary Approval for Sale
Benefits: Common Schools, Montana Tech, MSU 2" and Public Buildings
Location: Chouteau, Flathead, Judith Basin, Lewis and Clark, Missoula, Powder River,
Sanders, and Valley Counties

Cabin and Home Site: Set Minimum Bid for Sale
Benefits: Common Schools
Location: Big Horn County

Cabin and Home Site: Final Approval for Sale
A. Flathead County
Benefits: Common Schools and Deaf & Blind School
Location: Flathead County
B. Sanders County
Benefits: Public Buildings
Location: Sanders County

Easements: Standard Grants
Benefits: Common School and Public Buildings
Location: Gallatin, Judith Basin, and Teton Counties

Minerals Management Bureau (MMB) Disclaimer of Interest: Jefferson Springs

Ranch, LLC
Benefits: N/A
Location: Gallatin and Broadwater Counties

PUBLIC COMMENT



http://dnrc.mt.gov/LandBoard
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TIMBER SALES:

Hoover




























































































































































1222-6

Application 19404

App 19404




1222-6

APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION

Applicant:

Application No.:
R/W Purpose:

Lessee Agreement:

Acreage:
Compensation:
Legal Description:

Trust Beneficiary:

Item Summary

Frances Poitra
3604 N. Minnesota Ave.
Florence, AZ 85132

19409

private access road to one single family residence and associated
outbuildings

ok

1.03

$1,030.00

30-foot strip thru SW4ANW4, NW4SW4, Sec. 14, Twp. 21N,

Rge. 6W, Teton County

Common Schools

Frances Poitra is requesting an easement for a private access road to his existing homesite.
This is an existing road with direct access from Highway 287 across state land. Mr. Poitra’s
private land is adjacent to state land and is described as 4.76 acres in Section 14, Township 21
North, Range 6 West, known as the Hatch tract. The state has legal access via Highway 287,
therefore reciprocal access is not needed.

DNRC Recommendation

The DNRC recommends approval of the application of Frances Poitra.
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Application 19409

App. 19409




1222-6

APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION

Applicant:

Application No.:
R/W Purpose:

Lessee Agreement:

Acreage:
Compensation:
Legal Description:

Trust Beneficiary:

Item Summary

Table Mountain Range, LLC
1 Limerick Ln
West Lake Hills, TX 78746

19410

private access road to one single family residence and associated
outbuildings and to conduct normal farming and ranch operations
N/A (Applicant is Lessee)

4.84

$8,712.00

40-foot strip thru S2S2, Sec. 12, Twp. 1S, Rge. 1E,

Gallatin County

Public Buildings

Table Mountain Range, LLC has requested an easement for access to his private lands in
Section 7, Township 1 South, Range 2 East, adjacent to this state land parcel. Applicant’s land
is surrounded on three sides by state lands and one side by the Madison River. The proposed
road will be constructed on the south section line of Section 12, so minimal impacts to state land
will occur. The parcel of state land is legally accessible by Table Mountain Road and Kyd Road,
both are county roads, therefore reciprocal access is not needed.

DNRC Recommendation

The DNRC recommends approval of the application of Table Mountain Range, LLC.



Application 19410
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1222-7

Land Board Agenda Item
December 19, 2022

1222-7 Disclaimers of Interest: Jefferson Springs Ranch, LLC

Location: Gallatin and Broadwater Counties

Township 1 North, Range 1 East, Part of Sections 7,8,9 and 17
Trust Benefits: N/A
Trust Revenue: N/A

Item Summary

Jefferson Springs Ranch, a riparian landowner along the Jefferson River about 4 miles southwest
of Three Forks (see Figure 1), has requested the DNRC review their parcel for possible State
ownership of an abandoned channel of the river. The Landowner requested that DNRC issue
Disclaimers of Interest for their parcel, if DNRC determined it had no ownership of the abandoned
channel or other parts of the parcel. The Landowner had a survey completed (Figures 2 and 3)
that describes the area of interest but could not record the survey until the Disclaimers of Interest
have been approved and issued.

Through the Equal Footing Doctrine, state statutes, and case law, the State of Montana owns the
beds of navigable rivers and islands that form out of the bed of these rivers after Montana’s
statehood date. The State considers navigable waterways to be those waterways for which it has
historical evidence of use in commerce. The DNRC has taken the position that the active
Jefferson River in this area is navigable and would likely be judicially determined as such for title
purposes.

The State also owns avulsively-abandoned channel areas of navigable rivers within the footprint
of the General Land Office (GLO) survey of the river when the avulsive changes occur between
1937 and 2013. An avulsively abandoned channel is a channel that is suddenly abandoned due
to an abrupt change in course of the waterway.

In 1868, the GLO surveyed Township 1 North and Range 1 East and the Jefferson River that
flowed through it. Geomorphic analysis of historic maps and aerial photos covering the area of
interest indicated the Jefferson River changed locations through both river migration and a river
avulsion. The avulsive event occurred between 1868 and 1931. Since the avulsion occurred
prior to 1937, DNRC concluded there is no State ownership of the former Jefferson River channel
in Section 8 and in the part of the Landowner’s parcel in Section 7. No other post-statehood
riparian landforms with a potential State ownership interest, such as islands that formed from the
bed of the river, were identified in the analysis.

Historic maps and imagery show that the Jefferson River has not flowed through Sections 9 or 17
from 1868 to present. Therefore, there are no State-owned islands or abandoned channels
existing in these Sections, including portions in the parcel survey.

Figure 2 shows the area for disclaimer (yellow outline) on a 2021 aerial photo. It includes the
surveyed area and the area the survey surrounds. Both areas contain part of the former Jefferson
River channel in Section 8. Figure 3 presents a copy of the signed, unfiled, land survey plat.

DNRC prepared the proposed Disclaimers of Interest, Figures 4 and 5, one each for Gallatin and
Broadwater Counties, to clarify the state’s ownership position regarding the subject land. Each
document disclaims any State interest in the area shown in Figure 2 while recognizing and
preserving the State’s ownership claim to the active Jefferson Riverbed and future islands.

DNRC Recommendation
The director recommends approval of the proposed Disclaimers of Interest.













	December Agenda.pdf
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	December Agenda.pdf
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________
	APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



